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How to get there. Somerby. The village lies in a triangle formed by Leicester, Melton 

Mowbray and Oakham and can be easily approached from any direction by car. 

 

Car parking. There is no public car park. Limited parking can be found on High Street, 

Somerby. Post Code LE14 2PZ. but please be considerate. You may also consider starting 

the walk from Owston, where some parking can be found near the Village Hall on Carr Lane 

and near St Andrew's church on Wash dyke Road. Post Code LE15 8DH. 

 

Public Transport. See www.traveline.info 

 

Maps. Ordnance Survey Explorer 246 and 233 

 

Route. A pleasant walk, mainly on bridleways with rolling hills through pasture and 

alongside arable fields with good headlands. It can be muddy in places and cattle maybe 

present at times in some fields. 

 

Refreshments. The award-winning Stilton Cheese Inn, High Street, Somerby, 

www.stiltoncheeseinn.co.uk provides a variety of refreshments and meals. 

 

Items of Interest. Somerby village is full of interest. There are beautiful ironstone houses 

and although not on the walk, an impressive rectory and church with an interesting 

graveyard. (Look for the stone of Dr Benjamin Richardson, famous for the speed of his 

operations, in the days before anaesthetics when this was a vital factor). 

 

During the second world war, Somerby along with the surrounding villages, was where the 

10th Battalion Parachute Regiment was billeted prior to Operation Market Garden and the 

Battle of Arnham. There is a trail between the villages that can be followed, part of which is 

on the Leicestershire Round. 

 

 

Displayed on a number of buildings in the villages are 

plaques telling the story of the battalion and its soldiers. 

Also displayed in All Saints church, Somerby, is a 

weathercock that was on top of the spire at the time and 

bears the sign of high jinks. For more information see 

www.friendsofthe10th.co.uk. 

 

 

 

Owston is a tiny hamlet, once the site of an important Augustinian abbey founded in 1161. 

The evidence remains as humps and hollows in the fields near the church. 

 

http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.stiltoncheeseinn.co.uk/
http://www.friendsofthe10th.co.uk/
http://www.friendsofthe10th.co.uk/
http://www.friendsofthe10th.co.uk/
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The walk. Starting at the junction of High Street and Manor Lane, go down Manor Lane. At 

the bottom, ignore the footpath on the left and enter a narrow field through the metal field 

gate straight ahead, with the finger post alongside, indicating Bridleway, Leicestershire 

Round, Owston 1 1/2 miles. Continue uphill, close to the hedge on the right until you reach 

a gate at the top of the rise where the route drops down hill with a hedge on the left. 

 

Upon reaching the next gate you will see on the left a cattle track which runs along the 

boundary of the field. The true route of the Round enters the field and heads towards a 

wooden telegraph pole. Upon reaching the pole look to the left to see a break in the electric 

fencing, go through the fence and turn right onto the cattle track and then continue ahead. 

 

As the boundary hedge of the field you have just left meets the track as it comes downhill 

from the right, go through the wooden gate alongside the hedge and enter the next field, 

turning immediately left and then follow the lower contour of the hill to reach a metal field 

gate. Go through the gate and look to the left for another break in the electric fence. Once on 

the cattle track, look slightly to the right, down the embankment to see a footbridge crossing 

a stream and a gate on the far side. 

 

Cross the footbridge, go through the gate and turn right following the field boundary to 

reach a hedge directly ahead with a wide gap. Go through the gap and turn immediately left 

and follow the bridleway up hill, keeping the hedge on your left until you reach a further 

boundary hedge with a gap and footbridge. Turn left here, following the hedge on the left 

and head for a wooden memorial seat in the corner of the field, where the route turns right 

downhill with the hedge on the left to a footbridge. Cross the footbridge and continue ahead 

initially uphill with the hedge on the left and then drops downhill until eventually meeting 

the metalled Newbold Road. Turn left and follow the road into Owston Village. 

 

Here we leave the Leicestershire Round. On entering the village, turn immediately right 

onto Washdyke Road, signposted Marefield, and towards St Andrew's church on the left.  

 

 

Ignore the footpath on the right almost opposite the church 

and continue to the bridleway sign on the right a little 

further on. Turn onto the bridleway and follow the farm 

track towards Hill Close Farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Upon reaching the farm keep to the right of the building and then continue ahead onto an 

obvious headland as it rises with the hedge on the right. 
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The route continues on the headland as it drops and rises again, where it eventually meets at 

a crossroads, with a 'Other Route with Public Access' going left to right. The track to the 

right leads to Newbold Farm. The route of our walk continues straight ahead on the 

bridleway which narrows between two wire mesh fences. Follow the route to meet an open 

field, bear left alongside the hedge on the left as it drops downhill towards Owston Lodge 

Farm. 

 

Just prior to the farm buildings, go through the metal gate on the right, with yellow topped 

waymark post alongside, and head through the field slightly left towards the telegraph pole. 

Look out for the cart bridge over the stream and after crossing, follow the bridleway uphill 

with the hedge on the right. Eventually, the hedge curves right leading to a gate, go through 

the gate and then follow the track downhill and upon reaching a bridge over the stream 

continue through the gate into a field as it rises towards Newbold Grange Farm, with a fence 

on the left. Go through the next gate and follow the route with the hedge on the right. 

 

 

Upon reaching the farm building go through the gate on the right and turn immediately left 

and go through the metal field gate into the farm yard and continue straight ahead, following 

the barns outer wall on the left. At the end of the building, go through the gate on the left 

and then through the gate on the immediate right into a paddock, and continue with the 

wooden fencing on the right running parallel with the farm drive, to reach the Newbold 

Road. 

 

Cross straight over into the field opposite and then continue with the hedge on the left to 

reach two gates either side of a farm track. Go through the gates and then initially keeping 

the hedge on your right, head slightly left towards another gate which appears as if it's 

situated in the corner of the field. Go through that gate and continue ahead, keeping the 

hedge on the right and through further gates until meeting a shale farm track. 

 

Go over the track and through the gate slightly on the left and immediately turn left. Go 

downhill, keeping the hedge and fence on the left to reach a metal field gate. After passing 

through the gate look to the right to see three individually spaced trees on the skyline. Head 

uphill aiming slightly left of the furthest tree on the right to meet a fence and gate. Pass 

through the gate and continue uphill with the hedge on the left to reach another shale track 

at a T junction. 

 

Cross the track and go through the gate opposite and then turn left and through the wide gap 

in the hedge the other side of track that forms the T, into the field and head towards the 

telegraph pole with the transformer attached. Just prior to the transformer, go through the 

gate and onto the Newbold Road. Here turn left and follow the road through an avenue of 

horse chestnut trees to Somerby, passing the riding school. Ignore the footpath shortly 

afterwards on the right to meet the junction of Somerby High Street.  
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          Here turn right towards the Stilton Cheese Inn and the start of the 

walk.   
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