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How to get there: (SatNav - LE16 7UG) Stonton Wyuville lies south east of Leicester, due north of
Market Harborough. Turn off the A6 at Kibworth and go through Tur Langton. Follow signs towards
Hallaton.

Car parking: Street parking in the village near the church (use discretion). The field road is signed
‘unsuitable for motors’ and is used by large farm vehicles.

Public transport: see www.traveline.info

Map: Ordnance Survey Explorer 233 Leicester and Hinckley.

Route: A climb up Langton Caudle, then downhill and afterwards fairly flat. Beware mud in
the woodland and in gateways, particularly at the foot of hills. Keep dogs under control: this is
mainly livestock country.

Refreshments: Pubs at Thorpe Langton, East Langton and Church Langton.

Items of interest: Stonton Wyuville is a little village with a grand house and small church. It is
officially recognised as a ‘shrunken medieval village’: in the past it certainly must have been much
larger, as the numerous earthworks in the surrounding fields testify. There are the remnants of
dwellings, fishponds and a banqueting house with its own moat and even its own extensive
pleasure gardens!

Views over the Welland valley towards the wooded hills of Northamptonshire — particularly from
the top of Langton Caudle, where a windmill once stood.

Pretty villages including Church Langton. Its splendid church in golden greyish stone is famous for
its connections with the Rector William Hanbury, whose bequests provided musical festivals,
charity schools and woods. He is also remembered as the man who, in 1759, organised the first
performance of Handel's ‘Messiah’ in an English Parish Church — St Peter’s, Church Langton.

Abbreviations in the text: Metal kissing gate — MKG; Metal gate — MG; Foot bridge — FB;
Leicestershire Round — LR.

The walk:

From Stonton Wyville church, walk back to the Kibworth-Cranoe road. Cross the road and
follow the field road, signed Leicestershire Round (LR), for about a hundred metres.

(To avoid the climb up the Caudle, it is possible to follow this track around it all the way to the ford,
which is then crossed via a footbridge to rejoin our route. But if the bridge is closed, there is no
other dry way to cross the ford!)
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Leaving Stonton Wyville.

When you reach a wide farm gate on the left, turn left through the adjacent metal gate (MG)
waymarked Bridleway (blue arrow) and Leicestershire Round (LR). Go diagonally uphill towards the
highest corner of the field. From the wide gap, keep on in the same direction, ignoring another
wide gap immediately on your right. Walk uphill, keeping close to the hedge on your right, to
another gap in a sharp field corner, where hedges converge.

Bear left, now with a hedge on your left. Ignore the wooden gate on your left and go through the
MG in the field corner ahead. Here, turn sharp right and walk with the hedge on your right to
reach the trig point over on your right. There are good views over the Welland valley from here.

Continue downhill from the trig point on this rather uneven path, keeping fairly close to the hedge
on your right. (Do not continue to follow the bridleway as it bears left away from the LR route.)
Cross the stile at the foot of the hill, now waymarked Footpath (yellow arrow) and continue in the
same direction in this sloping field to the woodland at the far end.

Go through the woodland on a well-trodden path and bear right across a field to a wide gateway
gap with stile at the field corner. You now enter a long, narrow field. (Move slightly left/uphill to
avoid the worst of the wetness by the spring.) Go down to the ford, by the bottom right corner of
the field.
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, : Cross the stile and footbridge

~ (FB) beside the ford.

Continue up the track into Thorpe Langton, emerging
on the road. The Bakers Arms is to your left, opposite
the telephone kiosk.

To continue, turn right and then left up
Church Lane to pass close to Thorpe
Langton church on your left.
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Now follow the enclosed green path, ahead, which leads through a MG into an open field.
Continue to the redbrick farm ahead (dated 1823 in brick patterning). Turn left here through a MG
and follow the enclosed green lane into the field ahead via a metal kissing gate (MKG). From here,
there is another view over the Welland Valley.

Turn right over a FB with 2 MG to follow the fence/hedge on your right, soon passing large farm
buildings on your right and crossing a farm track. Continue in roughly the same direction through a
series of fields with waymarked metal gates.

As you approach the houses of East Langton, move slightly right of the field corner to arrive at a
MG in the hedge ahead. After this is the last, much shorter, stretch of field. Go straight across and
then turn left up a short length of old hedged way to a MKG. Turn right along Back Lane to its
junction with Main Street.

Here we bid farewell to the Leicestershire Round, which goes left at this point.

Turn right at the junction to pass the Bell Inn on your right. Opposite The Bell, look for the drive to
The Langtons Cricket Club, which has a Footpath signpost. After the short drive, turn left to follow
the left hand edge of the cricket field for a short distance to a stile. Now the fence is on your right.
Where it turns right at a corner of the cricket field, go straight ahead and through a gate in the
hedge. Turn right to follow the hedge to a stile next to a gate leading onto the road, where you
emerge at a junction.

Cross the junction into Church Causeway — which actually leads directly to the church. For a more
interesting route, take the signposted MG on the left, just after the 30 mph sign, into an enclosed
path. This leads to a MKG. Go ahead in the field, with a hedge on your right, following the line of
the ridge and furrow, to reach a stile in the hedge on your right. After crossing the stile, turn left
along a short track to reach the main village road.
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Turn right to pass the Langton Arms
on your right. Church Langton green
and the impressive red brick
Georgian rectory lie ahead, in the
fork of the roads. Go straight ahead
and walk along a track between
redbrick walls of house and rectory.
This takes you to the church. Turn
right to go through the churchyard.

Emerging from the churchyard at the gate
onto the road, turn left to pass the church
on your left and go down the road towards
Stonton Wyville and Tur Langton.

When the road begins to bear left and flatten out, turn right (opposite St Ann’s Well on the OS
Map) to go through a metal farm gate/waymarked stile into the corner of a large field. Bear left
and go downhill, parallel with a fence coming in over to your left. Cross the waymarked stile in the
fence ahead.

Now aim straight for Mill House
in the distance, with its
distinctive ‘mansard’ roof.
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Cross the wooden FB with stile into the corner of the next field. Follow the straight hedge on your
right to a stile with Footpath signpost by a metal farm gate and emerge onto Cranoe Road. Turn

right along the road to pass Mill House on the left and reach the Stonton Wyville crossroads. (The
village is to the left).
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