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How to get there:  Rearsby is just off A607 Leicester - Melton Mowbray. (Satnav LE7 4YE) 
 
Car parking: Roadside parking with discretion. You may find spaces in Brookside. 
 
Public Transpor:t Arriva 5A Leicester (Haymarket) to Melton Mowbray. 
 
Map: Ordnance Survey Explorer 246 Loughborough 
 
Route: Mainly meadowland, with some crop fields. Pretty villages in the Wreake valley and fine views from 
the ridge between Brooksby and Rearsby. 
 
Refreshments: The Wheel and Horse and Groom (pubs) and Beardsleys (cafe) Rearsby, and the Blue Bell 
Hoby. Check opening times as some pubs now close Mondays and Tuesdays. 
 
Items of interest: Brooksby, famous for its connections with the Villiers family. George Villiers leapt to fame 
and power as the favourite of James 1 and Charles 1. He became Duke of Buckingham and was famed to have 
possessed every vice and only one virtue (that of being generous to his mother and siblings.)  
The Hall, once live in by Lord Cardigan and Earl Beatty of the North Sea and Brooksby, is now an agricultural 
college.  
The church is lovely with Tudor features. There are monuments to William Villiers and his young wife who 
both died in 1711 and are buried in the church, to Earl Beatty (buried in St Paul’s Cathedral) and to the Battle 
of Jutland when Earl Beatty was second in command of the British fleet. 
Warners Wood - Update on Warners ’Wood Spring 2023 
 It is now 10 years since the first trees were planted in Warners ’Wood and it is amazing to see some as tall 
as 40 feet. The trees were planted for us by Gary Stewart and his team at Cut’n’Clear. The land that forms 
the wood is crossed by the Leicestershire Round footpath which links the villages of Hoby and Thrussington 
and it is also crossed by the footpath which leads to Rearsby and links the permitted pathway on the south 
bank of the River Wreake along the land belonging to Brooksby College.  
 During the spring of 2020 we opened up access to the wood to help people through the pandemic. These 
paths are also permissive and therefore may be times when they are closed off for example to protect ground 
nesting birds, and for safety during woodland work.  
The benefits experienced during the pandemic showed walking and being outdoors greatly helped mental 
and physical wellbeing. These benefits have been developed and researched widely and there is growing 
evidence for this helping many. 
 We are fortunate that we have Christine Stewart , wife of Gary, who is trained to facilitate forest bathing ( 
also known as shinrin yoku). Christine is also a forest school teacher. The children of Thrussington School 
have been coming to visit the woods regularly since 2014 with their teacher Jo Berry. Last year they planted 
a Black Poplar tree grown as a cutting from the trees on the river bank first planted in 2012. The first of the 
next generation. Jo and Christine already have plans for future lessons in the outdoor classroom. 
 The trees chosen for the woodland , as recommended by the Woodland Trust, were initially all native species 
and ones known to thrive in the Wreake Valley.  During the first 2-3 years we had to replace some which died 
and following guidance of the Forestry Commission we chose a few species grown for drought tolerance and 
anticipated the climate changes we are already experiencing. In order to ensure we have an actively managed 
woodland which continues to benefit nature and wildlife Gary will be working some off the areas to provide 
wood based products and to manage the habitats for birds/ deer/ foxes/ badgers and many others which 
inhabit the woodland.  
  
The changes in the birdlife over its life have been monitored by Garry and Candice Barker from Hoby, who 
are licensed ringers for the British Trust for ornithology. Other changes in biodiversity have been recorded 
across the woodland including a wide range of different fungi. Whilst many of the permissive pathways we 
opened up will continue we may also have to close some to protect the habitat of certain species and to  
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protect the public during forestry activities. We trust you and your dogs will understand and continue to 
enjoy the benefits of walking in nature and being in woodland.  
 Access to our woodland by cars is limited and we respectfully ask that you park on the Hoby-Thrussington 
Road and walk down the footpath which follows the track, this is a private road and there is access only for 
farm vehicles and to the private properties, Thrussington Mill and Mill House.  
 Unfortunately, we have had to make some changes due to the large number of professional dog walkers 
now using the wood. Whilst some of these are respectful, some are not, and we have experienced packs of 
up to six dogs, off the lead, frightening sheep.  We would therefore like to politely remind everyone Warners ’
wood is part of a working farm where woodland and farming are interconnected and would like everyone to 
be respectful and leave only footprints. 
 

The walk: From Rearsby church, turn right at the top of Church Lane and follow the tarmac path which goes 
round two sides of the church wall to emerge on Church Leys 
Avenue. At number 22  turn left and go between houses, 
through the kissing gate and turn right in an open grassy area 
in the old convent grounds. On your left you will see that the 
convent has been replaced by attractive new housing. 

Pass the convent garden wall on your left and meet the road. 
Turn left to go downhill and cross the road to walk along 

Wreake Drive. At number 7 turn left. Go through the gate 
into the open field and move diagonally right across the ridge 
and furrow to the railway crossing. Cross the railway line 
carefully. Thrussington church tower lies straight ahead but 

our route goes diagonally right to reach Thrussington Mill. Keep diagonally across two fields but in the third 
turn left to follow the hedge on your left. 

Walk ahead to the riverside and then turn right, to keep close to the river on your left. Cross the brick 
bridge over the river and walk with it on your right and the old Mill lock on your left. 
https://www.meltontimes.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/heritage/work-resumes-to-restore-19th-century-
lock-near-melton-3681586 Swing over the metal footbridge and pass the Mill house and garden on your 

left. Cross the concrete cartbridge beside the old mill wheel 

housing - looks like some development work in progress in 
this area.  

Continue straight on and shortly you will see a small sign on 

your right, which is the start of the permissive walk-through 
Warners Wood.  

 

 

https://www.meltontimes.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/heritage/work-resumes-to-restore-19th-century-lock-near-melton-3681586
https://www.meltontimes.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/heritage/work-resumes-to-restore-19th-century-lock-near-melton-3681586
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See notes at beginning of walk. This is a deviation and very pleasant and as you come out of this area you 
reach the crossroads of the tracks and turn right into a field with a huge pylon. Pass the pylon on your left 
and continue in the same direction across a very big field. Pass the end of one hedge and carry on to meet 
another in front of you. Keep this hedge on your left and continue with it on your left in the next two long 
fields. Ignore the old arched brick bridge which you will see on your right and ignore the new bridge a little 
further on, also on your right. 

Aim for the red brick house of The Lodge farm. Hoby church is clearly visible beyond it. Pass to the left of the 
house and follow the drive. Cross the road and continue straight across the open field. Move slightly left in 
the next two small fields. Pass an isolated house over to your left. Cross the cartridge bridge at the end of a 
line of trees and continue to two gates which leads you out onto the Brooksby - Hoby road ahead. (you will 
see a children’s play area on your left). Cross the road and swing left in the field keeping the road on your 
left. Cross old gravel hollows and rejoin the road through a stile. Continue uphill to the road junction and turn 
right, to reach Hoby Church. (Photo 6) Keep to the other side of the road as you pass the Church and you will 
see a signpost on your right (Photo 7), follow this round the back of houses to another signpost also on your 
right.   
 
Turn right to walk down a steep hill on a narrow path. Cross the footbridge, go through a gate and bear left 
to reach a yellow marker in the far corner of the field. 
 
Here we part company with the Leicestershire Round and turn right along the river bank. Cross the footbridge 
and keeping the river on your left, pass through the gate and go along the river bank beside the Waterhouse 
on your right. 
Go through a gate and turn left to cross over the river bridge. Walk with the river now on your right. 

 
 Rotherby Church lies ahead. As the river bends away to the right, keep straight on towards the railway line. 
Cross it carefully and keep in the same direction heading towards Rotherby church. (The church is open daily 
and there are toilets inside) Pass it on your left and go through the gate onto the village street. Turn right. 
 
Brooksby church is now straight ahead along the road. Cross the cattle grid and bear right, away from the 
road and cross the field diagonally to the stile onto the Hoby Road. Turn left and walk along the road for a 
short distance and then turn right into Brooksby Agricultural College. Continue along the drive following 
yellow markers through the college grounds. Swing left before you reach the church and follow the waymarks 
over the stile. Continue with a hedge on your right and keep in the same direction over the fields. Go through 
a series of waymarked gates to reach the farm road leading to Hall Farm. Continue up the hill, round the bend 
keeping the buildings on your right, towards the Equine Centre. (signposted) At the equine centre, bear right 
then left and continue straight on with the hedge on your left. Cross several fields during which time the 
village of Rearsby will come into view. At the last field, move slightly right to join a walkway leading to a 
metalled road in front of houses. 
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At the end of this road cross the main road into Church Leys Avenue to reach Rearsby church. Follow the path 
which goes to the left of the church and at the church gates turn left again to reach the old packhorse bridge 
and ford. 
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